Carcinoma in situ of the upper aerodigestive tract. Incidence, time trends, and follow-up in Rochester, Minnesota, 1935-1984.
Epidemiologic analyses of carcinoma in situ (CIS) of the upper aerodigestive tract (UAT) are virtually nonexistent. The current investigation summarizes the total UAT CIS experience of a white, middle class community from 1935 through 1984. Average annual incidence rates varied between genders (3.1 per 100,000 person-years for males versus 0.6 per 100,000 person-years for females), and increased from 1.5 to 3.1 lesions per 100,000 person-years between 1935 and 1964, and 1965 and 1984. Virgin CIS lesions represented 13% of all UAT carcinomas and the vermilion borders of the lips accounted for 42% of all UAT CIS cases. Age-specific incidence rates for males demonstrated a continuous increase with increasing age to 40.5 per 100,000 for males older than 75 years. A clinicopathologic analysis of these lesions is provided.